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The codpan? was established 'in 1560 and now produces high

quality hand made glassware. The company has trained and
employed an increasing number of local people. The
products of the Company are now distributed throughout the

United Kingdom and also exported all over the world.

. 7
The main raw material for glass making is sand and this

comes ‘from Loch Aline in Argyleshire. ' A number of
chemicals are mixed-with the sand and these include Sodium

Carbonate, Potassium Carbonate, Lead Oxide, Arsenic and
Sodium Nitrate. 1In addition, small quantities of metallic
oxides are added to give the required colours, e.g. Cobalt

Oxide glves blue, Manganese Oxide gives purple and N1cke1
'

Oxide gives brown. nias

The sand is dried, sieved, weighed and mixed with the
chemicals. Cullet which is recycled glass from the
finishing process, is added to the mixture. The mixture
is then melted in large clay pots contained within gas
fired furnaces. Each pot can melt 800 Kg of glass at a
temperature of 1400°C. When melting is complete the
temperature is reduced to 1200°C when the 'metal' is in
the correct condition for working.

The glassblowers usually work in teams of 5 to 7, 2 to 3,
and 2 ball makers. The ball maker gathers a small
quantity of glass, forms a ball, which he passes to the
blower who gathers the correct quantity of glass for the
article. The glass at- the end of the blowing iron is now
shaped and then blown inta a cast -iron mould which is

mechanically operated.

-

A helper takes the blown article to the lenr. The lehr is
a'long oven with a slowly moving conveyor bell passing
through it in which the glassware is reheated to¢ about
500°C and then slowly cooled. This process removes the
strain in the glass caused by the rapid cooling which
takes place after blowing. The glass takes nearly two
hours to pass through the lehr from the glasshouse into

the finishing shop. .

At the end of the lehr the articles are inspected and
passed out for finishing. Depending on the article,
different operations are carried out including cutting
off, linishing, grinding and fire polishing. The latter
forms the smooth rim on drinking glasses by just melting

the rim in a series of gas jets.

After washing and further inspection the articles are
passed to the store. First quality articles are
despatched to the retail trade and 'seconds' may be
purchased by visitors in the Factory Shop.

We hope you find your visit of interest. Thank you for
coming to see us. S




CAITHNESS GLAS.S‘; :

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

Th: Company's first products wers very Scandapavian in
concept - clean smooth lines enfanced by: coloufs
reminiscent of tha far north pf Scotland - hesather, peat,

loch blue, moss areen.

In 1868, following the establishment of an engraving
studio, copperwhesl engraved pieces were introduced._

!

Abstract paparweights wsre launched in 1969 and weré
produced in Wick until 1882, when paperweight making was
rationalised into ths Perth and Oban factories.

Silver jewe=llery, incorporating miniature paperweights,
was introduced in 1870. Our current jewellary products
utilise the original making techniquss but no long=ar
incorporate silver.

8y the latz ninztz=n szventies d=mand for copperwhz=2]
engraving was much reduced and a switch was mads to

engraved products whers ths s2ngraving was producsd by
sandblasting techniquesn

»

In 1885 a snift bzgan to be made in the predominant coluur
“valuss of the products, from the peats and hsathsrs
introduced in the 2arlisst days to the richer colours,
which are typical of today's products. Th=z Rondo rangs
of holloware, derived from paperweight designs, began ths
changs of =mphasis.

The Stroma range is the only product dating from 1961
still in day to day production.

In terms of number of pieces sold Rondo small vases have
bzen the company's most successful rang=s.

The company as a whole is now best known for its l1zading

position in abstract papsrwsight design. The besst known

singlzs item of holloware, made in Wick, is thes copparwhess=l
engraved bowl produced each year for the tzlzvision seriss
'Mastermind'.
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