Gretna Hall Hotel - Gretna Green
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A History of its Romantic Past

!

THE BLACKSMITH’S COURTYARD AT GRETNA HALL

A History of Gretna Hall Hotel and the famous “Runaway Marriages”



Early history

In 1710 Caolone! James Johnstone bullt
Grailnoy Hall near the aite of the ruined

Graitnay Townr. for his brde lsabella, She was
a daughier of Sir Francis Ruthven and o
Paecoss in hor own night. Abave the front door
s the J wtone Coat of Arms and lamily

motto Cave Paratug ~— Bewire, wo are pre-
pared. It is worth nating that this stone came
from thoe ruined "auld hoosa® m Gratnay
Tower, bulll in 1535, making it mora than 450
yours old, Colanal Johnstons dwd in 1730
and was succeeded by his son Jamaes, Lo
Ruthven. The property remained In the hands
of Lord Ruthven's larmily for a considerablo
e, but Ineir hold on it had bean gradualy
w'oukarEng In 1790 it passed info x\o :mngﬂ' 5 g. o, mha L
of the Earl of Hopatoun who, In 1793, litted { m )
up as an Inn, Thus began a long period of D Bl pelly By Faroes Moo
romance lor Gretna Hall Gretna Hall In 1905.
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The really romantic runsway rmarripges began
aboul 1734 and lasted until 1856 — aknog!
ogne hundred and twenly yaars. They becams
oo NUMMoUR after rregular of clandesting
manages wive mace llegal in England in
1754 and Increasod anarrmoutly atiout 1790
whish tumplke ronds wire astablished Thig
brought the goaching frade 10 and from
Gratna. (Turnpive roads wore not made in
Gratnn untl 1777 and communicalion pricr 10
hat was by the dangerous Solway fords)

The MNustration is of the Johnson Coat of
Arms over the entrance of Gratna Hall.

Firs! connections with \vcdd'mgs

Prior 1o 17 traguine or clandesting mar-
riagn iccupled as law In Englang
Iy | rned oul al a piace calleg
The i1 London

Originay lod he Prisona do la Fleet, this
(VRN U bean viod as a State Prison as
far Back o the 12t Century, but n the aarly
pad of tha 1816 Century  wan inhabited
chiofly by dublors and porstns who nad boon
commitied for contemm of the Court of Chan
Cory. s Wardernahip was boughlt ang sold,
and the nsttution was rotten with petty graft
and cormuphion

Tha fat clandestine mariage took place In
1613, and It rapldly became a centra of irragular
and disreputabie marriages. Touts and ‘parsons
haunted the place, marrying couphs ot 25 6d a
head, Tha walfic hecame o objectionable that
Lord Hardwicke introduced a Bill in 1754 10

prohibit clandestine marriages In England. When
that Bill became the law of England, on March
260, 1754, Ino martiagoes in "The Flaot' were no
longoer logal “Tho Fleet' as o prinon, won abols
ishad In 1842, and the budding wias 1o down
oo yoars linter

Thia English Marmage Aot did not apply 1o
Scotiand, whore it was il peasible to be
marriod Ina huey undes the old Scots law,
which anacted that, ‘whare a single man and
woman declare thomselvas husband and wite
In prasence of wo witnonsos, (hay are in fact
logally martied.”

Thus, frustrated by the new logistation ol their
own countty, headstrong Engiish couples wha
werg datarmined 1o get mamed without pater-
nal blessing headed for Scotland. Lying just
Ingide tha Scoltish Barder, Groing Graen
became the obvicus objective of the runsivays
from tha South.
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A ‘Fleet’ marriage party (from a print of the time).

Thy wor rocaived with open arma, For many

years prar n 1754 thare haa been ‘priests’ in
and wound the Bordar village who marmied
gouples uncor the old Scols law. These mon,
who wore usually homy-handed sons of 1ol of
sulliciont snfowdanesas 10 recognise aany
mongy whet Ihay saw 0 qQusckly appraciatied
the poss dilies of the new business that was

coming ‘rom England, and they ware not long
N sutpblishing 'mamnge houtes,” and letling It
Do known that they wora ready o parform
their hatity coremonies at all hows of the day
and ngi

One ol the fiest of Ihese 'priests,” and certainly
Nt Ihe loant calourful, was the nolonous Joo
Paisioy, who lived in a small cottage nowr the
Southam entrance to Grotna Hall until theé yeas
1781, He was a chaactar |f there ever was
one, 50 much %o that he was mingled oul for &
Special menton by Ihe parish minister who
lumished the authentic information abeout the
tistrict which appeared, in 1793, In The
Statistical Account of Scatiand’ He wag a
man of temendous girth, weight, and

Joe Palsley, one of the first ‘priests.’




ftrongth, and wau known far and wide as a
prodigloun drinkar of spints. Asssted by
another heavy drinker, e once procesded 1o
drink an anker of strong cognac. An anker
contained ten gallona, and we have 1 on the
authorty of Ihe parish miniater 1hat at the end
of nixty Bown of what must have boon terious
drinking. \he pair kickad the bottom cut of the
Umpty COsK In Ordes 10 register e august
on finding that it containgd no more cognac

Painlay's toon varvd. Somelimed he acceptod
a bote ol brundy for manying podt couples,
but as & rule, halta-crown satistied him. When
o was lontunate snough to be calied to
Gratna Mall to unite couplon thoto, he wan not
above raising his foe to £10. 1 goon without
saying that his most profitable commoning
wora those he perfarmad at thae Inn

This unorthodax ‘prigst’ Had & rough routing
which he foliowad in uniting couples, and a
ougher method of registenng hin marmages
He uwnl? o0d a past of the Liurgy of the
Chutch of Engiand relating 10 the mariaga

ceremony, and with 1he words

theo wed.' he ceclared the pari

hustand and wife Following 1he

he gave a caertificate of marriage

couple. relaining a guphcatle, Oy

‘sartifled’ that the contracung par

gecinrad themgeives both 10 bo

#0086, and now mayred by 1he lu !

Kirk of Scatland and agreible to 1 reh ol
England

On one occasion $0 1ho slory © "y
mamiod 1wo couples simutanocutly, and in
groat hasto. YWhen ho handoed over the caftifl
catos it was discovored that the wrong brdes
and bridegrooms had bean unided

Paisley was net axcited

‘Aweel' he said, when the orrol was ponieo
out 10 him, ‘past sorl yersel's oot

A thriving business

There o S oentrios in the Gretna Hall
marriag ter, which Is still in gxstence
and in olent state of presorvation, The
firat of | 5 dated July 128h, 1825, and
T ature of Robert Ellot, Mo was a
‘priosl’ who wan froguontly called 1o Gestna
Hall 16 officiate at marriages whare spoeed way
Ihe wial consideration. The Inn had been
luased Ly John Linton early in the year 1825,
and had ontered ite most flourishing and
romantic pesod as a marnage house, for
Linton was o man who possessed remarkablo
Qualifications for the role of mine host of an
Inn which had alrendy bocame widely known
Ihroughout England and Scotland as the
lerminus of many a romantic matrimenial
oumay, and as a goodly place in which o
Siay lor a day o two, He had been valgl to
Sir James Graham of Netherby Hall of Young
Lochinvar fame — whose axploits were re-
cordad in galloping poelry by Sir Walter Scont

— bafora taking over the [nn, and he Kiew
how 1o deal with people of quality, He made
Grotna Hall a safe and dignified sanctunry for
Mintooratie runmway couphos who wWore mar-
fod o, Ho also contrived 1o make the Inn
a ghanQing housd for the atago-conches
botweon London and Edinburgh, and as it
was nituated ~- as it 18 loday ~ on the direct
main road betwaon tha two capitals, that
convoian! arrngoment helped many & hasty
pair of lovors — as woll an hig businouy

Ha win initially only a wilness ta the mar-
tlages, but his name appearn as ‘priest’ on
many subiseguent Geotna' Mall cortdicates, for
after 1828 he had apparently overcomn his
reluctance 1o marrying his runaway guests
Indeed b came 10 be known as ‘The Bishop'
on account of his almont pontifical dignity. Mo
married couplet speadily DUt with decarum,
and kept the Gretna Hal marriage reglatar
with maticulous care. Ite entrieg extand from




Gretna Hall In the 18005,

Judy 13th, 1825, 1o Apnil 1856, and numbaor
1134 wial the cectificates actually In exis
ance oday numbar 1120

3 Bishop' sat hiy tace ngasinst the g
imarciatinm of the marriage trade on the
Boedar. Ho rolusod fiatly to r;mll',‘ drunken
) reprobates who had the offrontery.
DINg Marred once, 1O relurm $0o0n
rds wih anothor woman. In time i
W o be known that Grotna Hall was ¢
ving houte ol dignity, and o I, as &
I came the runaway couples of quality
Pun the golden wab of romance Arount
Cireen
20 n Lnton prospored. His marriage feo
Was nevor less than 108 Gd and sometimes
he contracung parties looked oxcessively
Opulant, & fee of £20 was not deemsad OO
Nigh. Then thare ware charges for the brigal
chamber, and for the wine that Nowed frasly
when rich and ganerous young couples wera
matried, 50 (hat The Bishop's’ wbanily be

j

CaMe more noticeable with the passing of the

yoam, and his warldly gooas Increased

John Linton married, for the ket time. In 1811,
an Elizabeth Marring of Penrith by whom he
had twelve childran (he married a second
tima and had a son). So aver the years with
his wife s Bousekeaper, his daughters and
606 In the Qardans, on the larm oc in tho
stables looking alter the gueaty' horses and
himasal! as Mapr Doamo, Gretna Mol becama
viry profdable ta Linton, Undar him the Hall
wau not only an hotel but was 1he gentre of
social nctivity, In it the bent balls ware tald,
tha most important meolings and funclions as
woll an activition from the school which was
siiuntad at the front gates. In the Grounds
cricket matchau, plgeon shoots, Bio., ook
piace. He carded on in this way until s
Gontn n 185 and his widow cartlod on fof o
few yoars after




Some [amous weddings

Near (he gntrance gates ol the old mansion
wat & echool, and when wedding parios
arrived the sehool Bell wie tofed 10 summon
o ostlers avtached 10 Grolna MY The sum
mong. as may be nuppesed, was answerad by
oo than the ubiquittus horoe-tendors
Whanave! it rang, the curious achool-ohidren
ahod out 10 cateh a Qimpse of the sleaming
iesen nnd the agitated bridal couplo, ang the
display of youthful ouriosity was changed 0
Inlonse axcitomant whon, g somotimes hap.
panng, & second carninge dashod wp, convey
g 1he angry tather of the diughing bride, his
grmdaced lawyers and~—il tho case was
sufficiently serous—Bow Swes officers. On
thasa occasions the langusge used was pictur
@equa 10 say the fsast, and whan it dic nol
suffice 10 1rn the young couple from thise
matrimonial escapade, heavy horge-patols worn
brandished by tho Law officaen. It wan i ghoris

them' ware Couples
WiIoe pubilc
pubiicsod Al 1he bine A
foldTurner liasco of 1826
ant sequel In thae ming courts
Wokolieio stioucien Eden T
schoolgirt ang an hese
loss 80 Mo said har fathor Hangor
r, Wikttaid, had beon sent 10 tuke
50 of 1ha urntyy 1he
rascal 10 the 1 and Quile girl that her
father hisd Daon rurnac d mat hoe, Wakeliekd
hod loaned im LE0 000 Having Lroken (hal
gavasialing ol of spunous | % 10 the girl, he
SUQQESST 1hat A marriage with hangolt would be
Ihe eases! way of reburnighing her fathor's
Inishad honour The gid agresd

The marriage room in Grotna Holl. Practically unchanged today, The raception desk occt?Iu the

right-hand wall, this Is the view as you come through from the Bar to the Recoption

ayer.




In due cowse the pav arrived M Geotnl Hall, and
Efon Tumer seermad well enough pleased with
hes pasuasiva sultor. Thay v o\
depaned lor France, Soon sfturwards theey wera
fotawad there by t ged refatnves of the
duped ride, who rosc 0c nd brought about
e arrest of he drelly husband, He wan
ponlencod at L e Aszos 10 threo yoors
impeiaonmaent lor abducton, The mardage wag
alarwardn annulled by a Special Aot of Paslis-
mant. Dunng hia fern of imarscamant, Wakeliold
DOCAMD & 2ealous student of IMporaism, |
araw up A schoeme for the colonization of South
Auntralin, New Zonland and Canada. Soon asflor
No was iharaied ha omigrated and carved out o
brlant caronr for himaall, bacoming private
secratary o Loed Durham, Govornor-Goner
Canada, IN1838. Ma bust ccoupley s honowed
position I the Calonal Office In Whitaha!l joday

I the year 1830, Sir Thomaa Duniop Wallace
oloped with Anng .

~athering Thiron Medneth, and
he pak hecame man mnd wile in the antrance of
he Inn

On May 17th, 1835, Robert Brinsiay Shandan. a

AY marmed and

n 3 ainck yore Doyle higt

yor Eand, comi

and v fo ! '
beny 03¢

In 1840 a Al N, stran ontugt

ey
scona of hig mintiege. Tr |

% Inving Smith, and hin bride w

a Kirkby Barker, Both weore wel

epacially ater thalr pracAMe marringo!

On the maenng of May 201, 1840, Lorg

Archibald Deumlanng, son and heir of the Marquis

ol Quoonsbarry, rode up o 'The Hall' with Caro

ina ayton, dewghior ol Gonoral S¢ Wiam

Hobart Clayton. The brdegroor 22 yoars old

and his brices only 17. Quile r , Genaral

CH decided thal his daughler was 100 youny

10 wed, and he reque SSICK Divr 10 wall
c ) Mmammony

& while b
| Wi useless. Young Lor

Cxposiulntiy
was a Doug!
nolabls treed, had & mind of ha ow

If not for you dear Gretna Green,
My love would wad another

| was too poor 1o come betwean
Her and her proudsome mother

3ul she is mine now, and my life
No greater joy hath seen

In love and law, she is my wife
God bless you, Gretna Green!

JIM JACKSON
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HMe would not wall, S0 10 Gretna he hurmod
with his Carolne--on horseback! The gods
amiled on hig tormantic union. From the first
raplurous days spent at Gretng Mall, &t proved
16 b a mast happy one. A lew yoars aftor
wardh Locd Archibald inhentad Kinmourst
Castle, and thera, almont within sight of Gretna
Mill, ho entablighed his bride. Sha wod thom
loved and respeciod by all, until 1904

In Novembor of 1844, Captain Park (nbotson
sloped with Lucy Maud Villlors and headed for
Grotnia Mall in a great hurry. They hod need 1o
make speed. Captain Ibbotson was & com-
pivratively poor young officar of tha 111h Hug.
Ve, and Lady Maud—whose grandmother, by
Ihe way ~had elopod o Grotna with the Earl of
Woutmodand In {782 —was the gaughler of the
Earl of Jorsoy, who expoected his ovely daugt
161 10 marry o wealth, The Earl remonsirateén
slerndy wilh the young couple, bul it only
spurred them into thesr adventwe North thay
rode, with the funoun Earl in hot pur

urbane but speedy Linton had just v

Ihe marriage caremony al Grotna Hall when the
angey latharindaw appesrod on the sceng

nige
ad hig wratt
for it is ¢
N ineg o recon
a gred
Mo prob
g man, for i

8 mMan and wilg

8 Prince came o Gratne Ha
o Fordanando Bourbe Py
ng of Ha marned Mig
Caroline Smytha of County Watn
d mhanted £30.0

for hor virtug and hor groal bosuty

The foliow yaar ihe Duke of

ong of Italy's mast e

S mamed 1o Caroling Shirley, of Chart
ile, Stafordshire, The young lovers

&t 1he Inn on August 26th, when the ha
and remaine

08 and ol Capudl. and brothe

I'he Gretna Green

WGters thay must have been and
¢ could el vl now! In chrono
1he Most documaented ones wore

i COULTHARD 1730-1780*

TG was a lisharman al Sarkioc
whare ho had a mamage trace
coming o the Scottish sige of

iy Fieth by boat. Hae had a “smokey

i B Daddaemperad wila® 5o he was

ot 1he cavemonios o the whing

e ahore-aidal Mo later moved 10 a smadl
WS which stood at the antrance gates 1o
Glotna Hall

JOSEPH PAISLEY 1753-1811*
Joseph Paislay was borm about 1728 in a
village atout one mile lrom Grelng, he 15 the
‘ N of the early priests. The 1ol a
Ny clargyman, He was an appoantice

“pricsts”

KINCOOM OF 1COTLAND
Canrty of Wasslees - Parid of Giring

Qe 000 10 Crrilp b ol s Fant prnis (i

o Ot o
B
e Ll L LTS
Aot o o b WA 4y ey oo gy
Wt e i bt e e e of A
M e e b (g oh B btk ) b,
I b

-

|
[l

Grotna Hall Biacksmith’s Shop
Marriage Certificate,




lobacconst but left o become a lishemin under
"Auld Walty Coulthard * Walter Coulthard tived
near Siekdont, then a pon, and was sruggler,
fishemnan and priost (probably in that order!). Joa
Paisloy was @ man of knmense sirength and was
tharelos vary ugalul 1o Wally; bo was often a
witness at the woddings and, alter petiorming a
marage whon Wally wis away on 4 smuggli
1ip 10 e Inke of Man, discovered hal te cou
avet ha matrimonial band equaly as good & hin
mastor! He began butiness 0n ve own nocount
And S00n overcarma all opposition. Al this tkne,
Jon Paigioy was tall and spare and could bend o
POKGC over s am and stralghton oul & hore-
with hig bare handa. Mo spd thal whinky
wils & driok for womon and that the only drnk it
A man o drink was undiluled brandy! Al in of
was a foasoma man; In bis o yoars he
e endirnously SIout and weighed nds
25 slones, He boagan to conduct wedd
05 about 1754 mnd conlinued for most of
diod In 1814 age 62 and is burled In
rehyard, Palsley and Coultherd per-
mariage housen and inns around
th had cottpges at the

ontrance gates 1o Gratna Hak, thore was
£chonl, & church, Gretna Court House and
Tolbooth and a few houses close by

THE THREE LANGS:

DAVID LANG 1702-1827*

David Lang was bom in 1755, & nephew of Jou
Poslty. He became o pediar and mnde Mg way
10 Lancashire whare he was pross-gangad o
e Navy where, some yoars War, his ship was
caplured by John Payl Jones (1he feunde! of the
Ametican Navy) By & cutious twist of lule, (he
thip was smugging along the Solway Const any
Lang was able to esoapa 10 his native Sping:
liedd. Ho g himsodl up as & ‘priest’ in 1792 and
continuod his rade unill he diod in Jdy 1827

SIMON LANG 1827-1872%

Simon Lang was bom in 1792, he ook up the
mariage triade on 1he death of his father in

1827, Ho was & woaver Dy occupation and a
grent fiond ol Jotn Linton of Groing Hat He took
his job very seriously and, when summaned from

David Lang.

Simon Lang.




ha loom, he would put on a tll Tlum’ hat and o
ong-tailed black cont and camied tus ragister
Smen Lang witnassed many changen n the
habits and mandary ol the poputaton. Chase and
four gave way (o ralway carnages, many ‘touls
st hamsolves up as rivid priests waltng al
Grotna Junclion 10 ‘Copturo’ a young coupie. Such
gCante Woro the undoing of the trade and this,
along with Tocal oppoaition, brought about Lord
Brougham's Marrage Act of 1850 staling that one
of the contractng partas mus! stay In Scolland
Tor 21 duys before any marrtiago coud take place
This haled 1he Irata 10 almost non-axistence and
whist boing described ag ‘extracecinarty alert and
agla” ot the agoe o B1, Smon died pescelully on
241k Apri, 1872

o i butied In Gratna Churchyard

WILLIAM LANG 1872-1856°

Willam Lang wis bam n 1821 and sicconded
hig tather as ‘accepted’ priest but the trade in
TUNIFEYS WEN oW Very quiel As a young man
ho was & weaver and, for @ numbaer of yoars, wis
dstnct postman, Ha was very proud of the
martitge reglatars ha had inheritad and this was

arnanceo by ha having occasionaly to pr
tham in coun! The \ast of Ihe Langs 1o of as
priest dad quetly in Springheld on 302 '
ber, 1890, age 75

ROBERT ELLIOT 18111839

Fobert Ellict was bom 0 Norhurmtierts

Fotruary, 1784 The son of a farmar,

for stalie work and sarved i vanous [Fac

was wals the Carligle firm Of Wiéscn and | n
1aQ0 coach progristors, M their Springliok
onablgbmont and whilst thive ho marmed Anr
Grahim, granddaughier of Joseph Paigiay, £l
want 1o Ivo ot the Quoens Head Inn in Sprinpheld
and sl up his mamage house m 1831 For some
reason he gave up tho trade in 1839 ang ho wan
known 10 Be Pang 0 Londoen in 1843 (he wigto
e mamors daled 1842 lrom London) Ha ap
poars 10 have Beon in ihoash during tho atier
yoears of his o when he moved to Carlisle Mo
died there in Macch ol 1847 and in buned in West
Wals, S1, Cuthoen's Church

JOHN LINTON 1828-1851*
Joha Lindon Yook up the tenancy of Gretna Mall

1H29 His nama appears regulatly as i
Lut by 1828 he began 10 sign as
riko tha provious priosts, he marned
astablishmant; (he olhers ware roving
would marty in the alehouses and
oMinued his trade of mamage-makar
Ay until hig goath i March of 1851
¢ within sight of his befoved Graina
s Churchyard

VWILLA A JARDINE 1851-1860¢

Wl dine naver coscribed emael! us o
pradt e was a shosmake: bul he withasased
many weddings. His name appears on cortif
calen rom Grolna Mol aftor Linlon's death

THOMAS LITTLE around tho 1840s*

Thomas Little, known as Tom the Pipor, was a
blacksmith in his youth in Northumberland, He
wits a huge man weighing 23 stones and
genghied in pliying the bagpipes, He 0ok a
two-siorey house in the cantre of Spanglisid,
called it the Gretna Wedding Inn, and his son
panled a sign depicling & blackamith's shop.
Unlottunately, Tom was llliterate and no cartifis

cates ol his marfiages are in existence. He
‘misroed’ around the time of Simon Lang

PETER DIXON

Pater Dixon married 0 the Maxwell Arms, which
was laler named the "Waedding inn® (this was
tha same plece thal Tom Litle hiad)

DAVID HAMSEY MCINTOSH

Martlod until marriages over Arvil Bbecame
illegal In Juna, 1940,

Photographs of many of the Preots con be
poon on the walls of the Blackamith's Shop In
this Hotel grounds

JESSIE GRAHAM

Geotnin Groon had o ludy priost who pedarmad
many wadoings, She wias brought out ol retire:
mant to patform the vary last legal marriage
u;ur i Anvil ot Grotoa Mall on 30%h June,
1040

‘Al these ary approximate datus of the length
of timé these ‘priests’ porformed ceremonies
during oir Metime




David Mclntosh.

(,-hungcs in the Hall

Lnton, a8 we have seen, married over a
) couples at Greina Hall. He died thede n
1851, and was buried In Greina Church-
hin sight of the lovely old Inn whare b
h true romance i the heyday of 1he
W I -m.n?o poariod. His widow carriod on In
o a lew yoars, but unforunaiely for tar
' On Mamages ware made which put an
00 L e romantie matrimaniad lights from
Engigtnl
Loeny Chancelor Brougham-—who eloped himsell
10 Geotna with Sarahy Buck, his msiress—drow up
Iha Mivriage Act of 1856, which ruled that one of
he contracting parties had 10 prove thid he or
shoe had rogidad for o \ast 21 days n Scotlang
HAor 40 bong married
Gerotnn Hall ovortualy becamo & private ek
dence once more, taking its place as Manor
House 1o & wide pirish It waa finally sokd as &
single portion when Grotna Estale was broken up
In 1880, Since then It has trielly been a private
mantal home as well as a private house, but for
many yeirs now It haa beon an hotel. North
British Trust Hotels purchased o in 1983 and, aftor
A complele renovation and Modenmisaton pro-

gramme, the hote! now tas 116 bedrooms—all
with private facilites

Its Matonical features have boon carelully pra.
sorved, The rooms in the old Hall sra (he same
tooms the "Bishop’ Linton know, wilth the same
baautiful outfock, far the masonry, Intaror plan
and gerounds of the mansion hisve not baen
altarad sinco the days whan it fourished at a
‘marrying house' for the alite of ihin country and
many others

Tha plans of 1he stairwitys and lounges any
most atiractive. Vialters will notion s thoy willk
fhrough these rooma that some of tha windows
havo boan walled in. Thoso bling' windows
woro i retaliation againgt the okd Windaw Tax,
of, mara proporly, an avasion of thal sirange
laxation method.

The Bridal Chamber is aull & loting bedroom
and the main features hava baan retaingd, with
A four-postor bed and tastelul period decorar
tlon, The original old canopled bed can now be
seen In suthantic surroundings in Tha Beids
Chambar, located in the Blacksmith's Court-
yarg
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The original Bridal Chamber, now on view in the Blacksmith's Courtyard,

Why blacksmiths?

od the myih arige that, o the earny
$Was A marying blacksmith at Gratna
Ol 1he ‘priests’ we know about
urnihs (otner than Thomas Little who
g blacksmah o his youlh, but not
Qon). And yot the lleeng lovers
g for the Blacksmin, romaniic
f about marryng oV tha anvll,
{00 Lipckhsmith shop weddings and. in
ghses which arose 1o which 1the
oo called, thay ware adomastod an "Mt
! S0 was It the matsa who croated
AN W hat I Must Do remoem
fal ede wora Manovadian Kngs on the
nglsh Throne Geoege |, 1 and Il up to 1790
and e German word for Blacknimeh |8
GROBSCHMIDT, Grob meaning clurnay of rough
and Schenior moaning forged—hance, one who
lorgen roughly! Also, Robert Elot wiites In s
et in 1810 | becama acquainted with
ihe celebratod Gretna Green Parson, Josepn
Paislay, tho reputed blacksmith, but who only
Qot 1hat name from hig Queknoss In uniting
Vloping partioy, o the common saying thate

was "Sirike while the jron s hot, Joo*

Cartainly, local peoplo, ot the tima of these
marmagoes taking place and baing written about
and who had Wad In the village all thou lves
hikl never heard of a blacksmiin parforming
wuddings

Anothar thecey 1 that of Mr Justice Rokeby who
travelnd ng Westom Clecull i 1693 and red o
caso in whioh the man claimed his wite by “a
Dinckami's marringe” and ganeo o veraat. This
fnooms 10 prove that thore wan some naw forgat
lon cublom of inragutar marrage In England
during the 17th Century, and It I8 probable thiat
his logund was carmed aver the der Into
Scolland 10 become pariculady and intimatily
ansecinled with a Gretnn Groen mamiage,
Anolhar theory 16 thisl a mings ‘prest’ sected a
&N on his houss cdeplotng a blacksmith's shop,
wilth @ young couple joining hanos over tha
anvil, with tha honest smith bringing down the
nammar 10 give the union heal. Howsver, Il tha
anvil wedding was a legond at ong lime the
legond bacame a fact, and now ihat fact hie
bacome a Iving lngend
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Modern day marriages at Gretna Green

‘l«;:mn'y_ miny couples have boon marnéd al ihe
Arwil by a minister, This ceramony Ncorparaios a
Christian ceramaony In a traditional gattng Grotna
Greon has such a romantic sppeal that many cou
ples, young and ald, stdl come 1o the village 1o be
mared, Each yoar thero aro ovar 4000 woddings st
1he Registry Office in Gratnn. Many of thotse wont o
the Qltice for the legal coramony, but than camao
atralght ug 10 Gratna Hall for an Anvil marnsge. Fial
the marriage of tha law, than the mattiage of the
hoart! Thas associating thameotves with two and a
hall canturion of Gratna Grean Romanco

he law now says that you do nol require resdentinl
agualications for tha Civil Carermnany, You cah simply
apply by post with a minimum of 15 days notice

8o things have gone full circle and many couplea
come 10 Grotna Green just for 1ha day in order lo
Qot marrmiad!

You afe hare in the Blac
roatiirm your maniage v
$0, YOU DOCOMmD yourse!ve
Nigtory and radibvan of Gt
ANG your withesses are not anly
are hore with you. Youwr witnos
N spand, 1he countioss Mousanc
WwWhO, Ovar e conlutes. have i
Same pumoy. ang e same commatman
A the Blacksmith oined two motals 1
Qother Gver | il and made them ono
80 | now jon ves {ogaethor
NEVER TO BE PARTED
I Jackaor
Blacksmith,

Gretng Graes

Thanks are due to Val Philips of Gretna Hall Hotel. Her research into the history of the Mall has been
Invaluable In contnbuting to the publication o! e leatiet X




