LEISURE AND THE ARTS

GUIDED TOURS:

Mayor’'s Corps of Honourary Guides. Take a free 2 hour walk around
Bath's historical and architectural sights, led by the Mayor's Honorary Guides.
Tours leave Abbey Church Yard (D5) at 10.30am every day; at 2pm from
Monday to Friday and at 2.30pm on Sundays. Additional tours leave at 7pm
on Tuesdays, Fridays & Saturdays from May to September only.
The Ghost Walk. A 2 hour walk to many spooky locations! Meet at the
Garrick’s Head, next to Theatre Royal (C4) at 8pm, Monday to Saturday from
April to October. Fridays only from November to March. Tel: 463618.
An Appointment With Fear. Join a 1 hour Ghost Tour of Bath with
costumed guides every night at 8.10pm from the Pump Room main entrance
in Abbey Church Yard (D5). Tel: 0771 3278547.
Bizarre Bath - The Comedy Walk. An eccentric evening stroll through
Bath. Great fun. Leaves from outside The Huntsman Inn in North Parade
Passage at 8pm every evening from April to September. Tel 335124
dJane Austen's Bath. Departs at 1.30pm every day in July and August,
weekends and public holidays only during the rest of the year, from outside
KC Change Visitor Information Centre in Abbey Church Yard (D5).

OPEN TOP BUS TOURS. Tickets are valid all day and you may get on and
off as often as you like to explore places of interest.

The Bath Bus Tour (“Barbie” buses). An hour long guided tour, leaving the
Bus Station at least every 15 minutes in Summer. Tickets are valid for a full
24-hours and can be used on all First Group buses. Tel: 313222

City Sightseeing/Guide Friday. An hour long (or more), award-winning
tour with live professional guides, leaves at least every 15 minutes in Summer.
(In Winter: hourly on weekdays, half-hourly at weekends). Tel: 444102.

The Bath Classic Citytour (red buses). A 45 minute tour, leaving at least
every 30 minutes from Terrace Walk (C4). Tel: 424157 for details.

HOT AIR BALLOON FLIGHTS OVER BATH. Balloons lift off most days
from April and October around 6pm, from Victoria Park. Great fun to watch
Bath Balloon Flights Tel: 466888, Heritage Balloons Tel: 318747.

PLEASURE BOAT TRIPS. A 50 minute cruise along the Avon to Bath-
ampton Weir, leaving Pulteney Bridge (D4) hourly, 11am-dusk, from Easter to
October.

CYCLE HIRE. Avon Valley Cyclery, at the rear of Bath Spa Railway Station
(E7). Tel: 461880. Open every day 9am-5.30pm.

SPORT:

Sports & Leisure Centre, North Parade Road (E5). Tel: 462563. Swimming
pool, learner pool, sauna, solarium, indoor sports and Zany Zone soft play.
Approach Golf Course, Weston Road (A1). 12 or 18 hole. Equipment hire.
Quasar, Ambury (C6). Tel: 463311. Lots of fun with a laser gun!

THEATRES:

Theatre Royal, Sawclose (C4). Box Office Tel: 448844. For pre-West End
productions, drama, comedy, opera, ballet and concerts. Tours of this
beautiful theatre are available on the first Wednesday and following Saturday
of every month at 11am (Wed) and 12pm (Sat).

Ustinov Studio Theatre: Part of the Theatre Royal, the Ustinov hosts plays,
talks and debates.

The Rondo, St. Saviour's Road, Larkhall (follow London Road). For amateur
and professional theatre in all its forms. Box Office Tel: 463362.

CINEMAS: Check local press for programme details.

ABC, Westgate Street (C5). Tel: 461730, 1 screen.

Little Theatre, St Michael's Place (C5). Tel: 466822, 2 screens.
Robin’s Cinema, St. John's Place (C4). Tel: 461506, 3 screens.

WINDOW ARTS CENTRE, Lower Borough Walls (C5). Tel: 421700. Open
Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am-5.30pm. Exhibitions, gallery and café.

ANNUAL EVENTS: Check dates and details at the TIC.

Bath Literature Festival early March; the Bath Half Marathon in March;
Bath Puppet Festival in April; Spring Flower Show, Victoria Park in early
May; Bath International Music Festival is launched with a candlelit
procession from The Circus to the Royal Crescent, and a fireworks display
in Victoria Park, followed by two weeks of events throughout Bath beginning
mid-May; Fringe Festival, early to mid-June; Somerset County Cricket
Festival, Recreation Ground mid-June; Guitar Festival mid-July to early-
August; Jane Austen Festival end-September; Mozartfest mid-November,

INFORMATION

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE: Abbey Church Yard (D5). Tel: 0906 711
2000. Open in summer 9.30am-6pm (winter 9.30am-5pm) Monday to Saturday;
10am-4pm on Sunday (all year). Provide information on Bath, and on Britain as a
whole. The Centre can help you find accommodation in the city, and operates the
national Book-a-Bed-Ahead scheme. The shop has a range of books, maps,
souvenirs and gifts.
BATH TOURISM CENTRE: Bath Spa Railway Station (D7). Tel: 444102.
Incorporating City Sightseeing and Guide Friday. Open 7 days a week, 9am-5pm.
BATH BUS TOUR INFORMATION CENTRE: Bath Bus Station (D6). Tel: 313222,
Open 7 days a week, 8.30am-5.30pm.
KC CHANGE ITOR INFO CENTRE: Abbey Churchyard (D5). Tel: 448206.
ACCOMMODATION: The Tourist Information Centre (D5) and the Guide Friday
Tourism Centre (E7), can offer accommodation advice (see above).
Youth Hostel: Bathwick Hill (F4). Tel: 465674. Open all year.
Bath Backpackers Hotel: 13 Pierrepont Street (D5). Tel: 446787.
Camping: Newton Mill Caravan & Camping Park, Newton Road. Tel: 333909.
ANTIQUES: Bath & Bradford-on-Avon Antique Dealers Association (Tel:
851466) provide a free brochure containing details of more than 70 dealers.
Antique dealers are mainly located in the Bartlett Street area (C3), The Paragon
(D2), Broad Street (C3) and London Road (D1). Also:
Bartlett Street Antique Centre, 5/10 Bartlett Street (C3). 60 dealers Monday to
Saturday 9.30am-5pm; Wednesday Market 8am-5pm. Tel: 466689.
Saturday Antiques Market, Walcot Street (D3). 6am-4pm every Saturday
BANKS (with 24hour cash machines): Barclays, Manvers Street (D6), LloydsTSB,
Milsom Street (C3) and Lower Borough Walls (C5). HSBC, Milsom Street (C3) and
Southgate (D6), NatWest, High Street (D4), Royal Bank of Scotland. Quiet Street
(C4). Also machines in Bath St, Quiet St, The Corridor, Broad St.
BUREAUX DE CHANGE: American Express, 5 Bridge Street (D4) Tel: 444767,
and at the Tourist Information Centre (D5); KC Change and Tourist Information,
13 Abbey Church Yard (D5). Tel: 448206.
EMERGENCY: In an emergency dial 999.
Police Station, Manvers Street (E6). Tel: 444343. Royal United Hospital (with
Accident & Emergency department), Combe Park. Tel: 428331. Take a No.14 bus
from the Bus Station or a taxi. Samaritans. Tel: 429222,
NHS Walk-in Centre, Henry Street (D5). Open 7am-10pm every day
GENERAL BOOKSELLERS: Waterstone’s, Milsom Street (C3), Good Buy
Books, 6 North Parade (D5), Whitemans, 7 Orange Grove (D5).
LAUNDERETTES: in Margaret's Buildings (B2) and Claverton Street (E7).
LOCAL PRESS: The Evening Chronicle: available daily from newsagents.
Venue: a fortnightly guide to what's on in Bristol and Bath is available from
bookshops and newsagents. This Month in Bath is free from various outlets
POST OFFICE: New Bond Street (D4). Monday to Saturday 9am-5.30pm.
PUBLIC LIBRARY: The Podium (D4). Tel: 787400. Mon 10am-6pm, Tues and
Wed 10am-7pm, Thur 9.30am-7pm, Fri and Sat 9.30am-5pm, Sun 1pm-4pm.
TICKETS & BOOKINGS: TABS, Theatre Royal (C4) Tel: 448831. Ticketcall, 15
Pierrepont Street (D5) Tel: 447770. Bath Festivals Box Office, Tel: 463362.
TRANSPORT SERVICES:
Buses: Bus Station (D6). Traveline on 01179 555111 for information.
;rains:R Bal}t\s SpaBaSl;téon (fSZG). Nag?gal Rail Enquiries: 0345 484950.

axis: Ranks at Bath Spa Station (E6), Orange Grove (D5), Milsom Stre.
Orchard Street (D5). Also: Abbey Taxis Toh 444440 ) St (CA), ew
Parking: Cars parked on city centre streets Monday to Saturday 8am-6pm must
display a ticket available from some shops. Car Parks are marked on the map.
Park & Ride: Help keep Bath car free. Buses run every 15 minutes to and from
the city centre. Newbridge (Monday to Saturday 7.30am-7.30pm) bus from
Westgate Buildings (B4); University of Bath (Saturdays only 8.30am-6.30pm) bus
{ir%rg Te)rrl;‘:cefWalk Q(C4); Slaansdo(»;/ag)Plgsézwg Fields (Monday to Friday 7.30am-

.30pm) bus from Queen Square ) Down (Monday to Satur A -
7.30pm) bus from St James Parade (C6). d yioSatixtayil-Shar
24 hour Petrol: Churchill Bridge Service Station, Lower Bristol Road (C7).
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AMERICAN MUSEUM AND GARDENS, Claverton Manor. Tel: ‘

460503. The No.18 bus from the Bus Station stops 10 minutes walk
from the museum. Grounds open mid-March to early-November, 1pm-
6pm Tuesday to Thursday and Mondays in August, 12noon-6pm Friday
to Sunday. The house is open 2pm-5pm Tuesday to Sunday and
Mondays in August. Also open 1lam-5pm (grounds 1lam-6pm) on the
Sunday and Monday of Bank Holiday weekends. Eighteen rooms each
displaying an American home interior from the 17th to 19th centuries.
With displays of silver, pewter, textiles and quilts, American Indian and
Shaker art, historical maps and a herb garden. Special events. Teas and
light refreshments are available.

BATH ABBEY (D5). Tel: 422462. Open Monday to Saturday 9am-
6pm (October to Easter 9am-4.30pm), Sunday 1.15pm-2.45pm (and
4.45pm-5.30pm in summer). Sunday services at 8am, 9.15am, 11lam,
12.15pm, 3.30pm, 6.30pm. There has been an Abbey on this site
since the 8th century, although the present building dates from the late
16th century. The West Front, with its carved angels ascending ladders
to heaven, was inspired by the dream of Bishop Oliver King. Inside
there are many interesting memorials and inspiring stained glass
windows. The fan-vaulting is magnificent. Bookshop.

BATH ABBEY HERITAGE VAULTS (D5). Tel: 422462. Open
Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm. Closed Sundays. Wheelchair access.
Displays celebrating the history of Christian worship at the Abbey site
from Roman times to the present, and the people whose vision and faith
have ensured the Abbey's survival through the centuries. The museum
contains important finds from recent archaeological excavations,
including Saxon and Norman stonework, and the 800 year old skeleton
of a woman. A model contrasts the Abbey site today with how it looked
in the 13th century.

BATH AQUA THEATRE OF GLASS, 105-107 Walcot Street (D2).
Tel: 428146. Open daily 10am-5pm. Watch the ancient craft of free
blown and stained glass making, and learn about the history of glass.
Children’s activities. Gift shop.

BATH BOATING STATION, Forester Road (F1). Tel: 466407. Open
daily April to September 10am-5.30pm. A Victorian boating station. A
living museum with punts, skiffs and canoes for hire, and abundant
wildlife. Tea Garden and restaurant.

BATH POSTAL MUSEUM, 8 Broad Street (C3). Tel: 460333. Open
Monday to Saturday 1lam-5pm, closed Sunday. The letter bearing the
first postage-stamp was sent from this address on 2nd May 1840. The
Museum has displays and a continuous video showing the development
of the postal system from earliest times to the present day, and changing
exhibitions. There is also a full-scale reconstruction of a Victorian post
office. Tea Room.

BECKFORD’S TOWER AND MUSEUM, Lansdown (No.2 bus from
Bath Bus Station). Tel: 422212. Open from Easter to end-October on
Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays, 10.30am-5pm. A
120ft Italianate tower, built in 1827 for wealthy eccentric William
Beckford. The Belvedere offers panoramic views over Bath and beyond.
The museum collection interprets Beckford's life and interests.

THE BUILDING OF BATH MUSEUM, The Paragon (C2). Tel:
333895. Open mid-February to November 10.30am-5pm Tuesday to
Sunday and Bank Holiday Mondays. This museum reveals the fascin-
ating story behind the facades of eighteenth century Bath, showing how
it was built, how people lived, and describing the process of decorating
and furnishing the Georgian interior. Exhibits include a spectacular
model of the entire city. Museum Shop.

THE GUILDHALL (D4). Open Mondays 9am-5pm and various other
times. Tel: 477782. The Guildhall is magnificent, with its royal portraits
and crystal chandeliers. The Georgian interior of the Banqueting Room
is possibly the finest in Bath. FREE.
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SEUMS AND OTHER PLACES TO VIS|IT

HOLBURNE MUSEUM & CRAFTS STUDY CENTRE, Great Pulteney
Street (F3). Tel: 466669. Open from mid-February to mid-December,
Tuesday to Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 2.30pm-5.30pm. Closed
Mondays. The decorative and fine art here includes English and conti-
nental silver and porcelain, furniture and paintings by Gainsborough,
Turner and Stubbs, among others. The museum also displays the work
of leading British 20th century arts and crafts people, and has a lively
programme of exhibitions and events. Disabled access. Light refresh-
ments in the Museum Teahouse.

THE JANE AUSTEN CENTRE, 40 Gay Street. Tel: 443000. Open
daily all year 10am-5.30pm Monday to Saturday, and 10.30am-
5.30pm Sunday. Jane Austen lived in Bath between 1801 and 1806
and set two of her novels, Northanger Abbey and Persuasion, in the
city. This new centre explores Bath in Jane Austen’s time and the
importance of Bath in her writing and her life. Gift shop.

MUSEUM OF BATH AT WORK: Julian Road (C1). Tel: 318348.
Open daily from Easter to October 10.30am-4.30pm, and November
to Easter 10.30am-4.30pm on Saturdays and Sundays only. The
fascinating story of the industrial heritage of Bath. The highlight is the
Bowler collection — a complete engineering works and fizzy drinks
factory. Also temporary exhibitions. Refreshments and Gift Shop.

MUSEUM OF COSTUME & THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, Bennett
Street (C2). Tel: 477785. Open all year 10am-5pm (last admission
4.30pm). This fine collection of original costumes and accessories brings
to life the story of fashion over the last 400 years. A free state-of-the-
art personal audio tour is available in 6 languages, or there are
occasional guided tours. Gift shop.

For the serious study of fashion, visit the Fashion Research Centre
at 4 Circus (B3). Open Monday to Friday 10am-12.30pm and 2pm-
4 30pm. It is essential to pre-book your visit to the Fashion Research
Centre.

BATH’S ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE

The Circus (B2) is a circle of 3 storey houses built around a central
green. It was begun by John Wood the Elder in 1754, and
completed by his son.

Great Pulteney Street (E3) designed by Thomas Baldwin, was a
very fashionable place to live in the 18th and 19th centuries. It is
100 feet wide and 1100 feet long.

Pulteney Bridge (D4) was designed by Robert Adam and finished
in 1774 to link the old city to Thomas Baldwin's Great Pulteney
Street.

The Royal Crescent (A2) is a crescent of 30 houses built between
1767 and 1775 by John Wood the Younger.

MUSEUM OF EAST ASIAN ART, 12 Bennett Street (B2). Tel:
464640. Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 12noon-
5pm. Over 500 treasures from the Museum's fine collection of Chinese
and Asian Art, spanning 6,000 years of history, are displayed at any
one time on three floors of this beautifully restored Georgian house.
Exhibits include Chinese jade and bamboo carvings, Tibetan metal-
work, and ceramics. Continually changing exhibitions, lectures and
events. Museum shop.

No.1 ROYAL CRESCENT (A2). Tel: 428126. Open from mid-
February to November, Tuesday to Sunday, Bank Holiday and Bath
Festival Mondays 10.30am-5pm (10.30am-4pm in November). Closed
Good Friday. Step inside this grand building to view the luxurious
interior of a late 18th century townhouse, beautifully furnished in the
style of the day. Kitchen Museum and Gift Shop.

PARKS AND GARDENS
GEORGIAN GARDEN (B3). Open Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm
May to October. Recreated following the original plan of ¢.1760 to
show a typical garden layout of the period. Tel: 477752. FREE.

PRIOR PARK LANDSCAPE GARDEN. An 18th century garden
set in a sweeping valley overlooking Bath. The gargen was creqted
by Ralph Allen, Alexander Pope, and “Capability” Brown. It‘ is a
National Trust property. There is no parking nearby. so access is by
Badgerline bus No.2 or 4, by taxi, or on foot. Follow Prior Park
Road (F7) for about half a mile. Open daily except Tuesday (open
Friday to Sunday only in December and January), 11am-5.30pm
(or dusk if earlier). Admission charge. Tel: 01225 833422.

Henrietta Park (E3) has many fine trees and a scented garden
designed for the blind.

Parade Gardens (E5), with its bedding plant sculptures and view
of the River Avon and Pulteney Bridge. is close to the Abbey.
Roval Victoria Park (A2) has attractively landscaped parkland full
of unusual trees, colourful bedding schemes, an adventure play-
ground, and good views of the Royal Crescent.

The Botanical Gardens at the western end of Roval Victoria Park
is a peaceful place to stroll and enjoy the year round colour and
variety of 5000 plant species.

Sydney Gardens (F2) is the oldest park in Bath (1795) and
contains a replica of the Roman Temple of Minerva.

ROMAN BATHS MUSEUM, Abbey Church Yard (D5). Tel: 477785.
Open from March to October 9am-6pm daily (July and August until
10pm). November to February 9.30am-5.30pm dailv. Last entrv 1 hour
before closing. Explore the remains of “Aquae Sulis™ — the Roman
settlement which later became Bath. Objects found during excavations,
including coins, mosaics and stone carvings (such as the Gorgon's Head
on the cover of this map) are on display. Highlights include the Circular
Bath, glittering with coins thrown into it by visitors, and the gilt-bronze
head of the statue of Sulis Minerva. A computer-animated recon-
struction and wooden model show the site as it probably looked in
Roman times. Free guided tours are available every hour, or use the
free personal audioguide. Refreshments are available in the elegant
setting of the Pump Room. The Roman Baths Museum Shop sells a
range of souvenirs and gifts.

SALLY LUNN’S MUSEUM AND REFRESHMENT HOUSE. North
Parade Passage (D5). Tel: 461634. Museum open 10am-6pm (Sundavs
1lam-6pm). The cellars of the oldest house in Bath (1482) reveal its
Roman and Medieval foundations. a 900 vear old bakerv, stalagmites
and stalactites, and objects from recent excavations. Home of the
delicious Sally Lunn Bun, made according to a unique and secret
recipe. Try one for vourself in the atmospheric restaurant.

VICTORIA ART GALLERY, Bridge Street (D4). Tel: 477233. Open
Tuesday to Friday 10am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 2pm-
5pm. Bath's City Art Gallery. A permanent collection of British and
European art. Work by contemporary and local artists, and major
touring exhibitions are shown in two purpose-built galleries. Small shop.
Disabled access to lower floor only. FREE.

THE WILLIAM HERSCHEL MUSEUM, 19 New King Street (A4).
Tel: 311342. Open from February to November every day except
Wednesday, 2pm-5pm. While living here the scientist and musician
William Herschel discovered the planet Uranus in 1781. The museum
is furnished according to the period, and shows the contributions of
William and his sister Caroline to science and music. New for 2002:
views of the cosmos through a plasma screen in the Star Vault. No
wheelchair access due to awkward stairs. Bookshop.
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